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This work evaluates the glass formation of selected alloys based on the Ti-Zr-Fe-Co system, assuming
the synergy of two distinct criteria: minimum topological instability and average electronegativity plots.
Combining the minimum topological instability and the average electronegativity values result in a plot
in which the most probable good glass former compositions are identified. Ti-Zr rich alloys with Fe and Co

additions were produced, compared against the final plot, and the best glass forming alloy composition
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was found to be very close the theoretically predicted ones on the Ti-Zr rich side, for both Ti-Zr-Fe and
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1. Introduction

In the last few years, many Ti-based alloy compositions with
good glass forming ability (GFA) have been produced and received
attention due to their potential properties for practical applications
[1-3]. The first rapidly quenched alloys, in systems such as Ti—Ni-Si
[4,5], Ti-Si [6], Ti-Be [7], Ti-Be-Si [8], Ti-Zr-Be [9] and Ti-(Fe, Co,
Ni)-B [10], presented yield stresses of up to 2200 MPa, which are
much higher than the corresponding values for typical commercial
Ti-based alloys in the range of 1000 MPa.

The selection of good glass forming compositions, however, is
not a trivial task and many groups work on models and theoretical
approximations in order to predict, or at least guide, the laborious
and expensive pinpointing of compositions in a given system.

The glass forming ability (GFA) of a given alloy composition can
be defined as the inverse of the critical cooling rate necessary to
avoid crystallization, the lower the critical cooling rate the higher
the glass forming ability. From a practical point of view the GFA can
be evaluated by the thickest fully amorphous sample that one can
obtain by chill casting. If convection is not considered, the cooling
rate is limited by thermal conduction in the liquid, which scales
with the square of the sample thickness.

In the present work, the easy glass forming alloy compositions
were selected based on two distinct criteria, minimum topological
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instability and average electronegativity plots, assuming a syner-
gistic effect.

The background behind the minimum topological instabil-
ity plot is the work of Egami and Waseda [11], which was
later extended to predict the crystallization behavior of Al-rich
amorphous alloys [12]. The same principle can be applied for inter-
metallic phases in order to find the best glass forming compositions
in binary and ternary Cu-Zr-based alloys [13]. The topological
instability parameter, A, is defined as

n
A ZX:’
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which is an approximation of the original equation [12].In Eq. (1) x;
is the molar fraction of any of all n solute elements (denoted by i) in
a given stoichiometric compound, Vm; is the molar volume of such
solute elements, and Vmyg is the molar volume of the compound.
The topological instability is related to the strain caused by solute
atoms in a crystalline matrix. Increasing the atomic radius mis-
match, or the solute concentration, the introduced strains become
so high that the system must change the topology and break its
long range ordering in order to better accommodate the atoms. At
this point, if the cooling rate of a liquid is high enough to avoid
solute segregation, the amorphous phase appears as a competi-
tive phase against crystallization. It is important to point out that
Eq. (1) can lead to some errors when the packing factors of ele-
ments and compounds differ too much. Refer to [13] for further
details.

The larger the A parameter the larger the topological instabil-
ity of a crystalline solid solution. Assuming that a liquid is cooled
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Fig. 1. Plots of minimum topological instability and average electronegativity for Ti-Zr-Fe and Ti-Zr-Co systems. Brighter areas contain the highest product of both factors.
Encircled areas show the alloys with the best expected GFA in the Ti-Zr rich side of the diagrams.

fast enough to suppress long range diffusion as well as solute
segregation, two choices are possible: polymorphic crystallization
of a solid solution (super saturated or not) or amorphous phase
formation. If a polymorphic transformation occurs, one would
expect a solid solution with the smallest A among the compet-
ing crystalline phases. Based on this assumption, a minimum A
plot is built. The “peaks” on this plot correspond to composi-
tions where the topological instability reaches a local maximum
among the surrounding stable phases, and thus a better glass
forming ability is expected. Within a given system the highest
peaks are the most probable compositions for good glass forming
ability.

The topological instability criterion, however, is not the only
factor contributing to glass formation. In order to get a more
refined method another criterion is taken into account: the average
difference in the alloy’s electronegativity. The difference in elec-
tronegativity among the elements of an alloy is directly related to
its formation enthalpy (AH) [14] and to the resistance of the glass
against crystallization during heating [15]. It is also well known that
large negative formation enthalpies among the main constitutive
elements are important for glass formation, as was first proposed
by Turnbull [16]. Therefore, it is reasonable to suppose that the
higher the average difference in electronegativity among the ele-
ments the higher the glass forming ability. Thus, like the minimum
A plot, an average electronegativity plot is built for the system of
interest. Both these factors are used, assuming a synergistic effect,
to produce a final criterion plot. The final plot is thus a simple
multiplication of the topological instability and electronegativity
criteria.

With regard to average electronegativity, we have introduced
and used a modified equation. Following the same idea of a previ-
ously introduced equation [14], this new equation is also based on
the random packing of neighbors around a central atom. However,
we assume that the neighborhood is dependent on the surface con-
centrations of atoms, instead of simple atomic fractions; in the same
way surface concentrations are used for calculations of enthalpies
in Miedema’s model [17]. Assuming a random distribution of atoms
in the alloy, the surface concentration, S;, of a j atom on the surface
of any atom is defined as

) 2/3
XJ.ij

J = 213
ij.ij/

where ; is the atomic fraction of each element in the alloy and Vm;
is the molar volume.

In the present approach, the surface concentrations are used to
weigh the difference in electronegativity between a central atom
and its neighbors. Finally, the overall mean is weighted by the
atomic fractions of each element, yielding the following equation:

E=2Xizsj\ei*ej| (3)

where Ae is the average difference in electronegativity, x; is the
atomic fraction of each element, e; is Pauling’s electronegativity of

(2)

a central atom i, g; is the electronegativity of each j neighbor, and
Sj is the surface concentration as defined by Eq. (2).

2. Experimental procedure

In addition to the combined topological instability and electronegativ-
ity criterium we also have chosen the alloy compositions by evaluating
the proximity to a ternary eutectic composition. Four alloy compositions
were produced by arc melting of pure elements under argon atmosphere:
1—Tis75Zr375Fe125C0125, 2—TisnZrsoFegsCoiz (close eutectic), 3—Tig3ZrsoFegCog
(close eutectic) and 4—Ti37ZrsoFesCog.

After several runs and remelting procedures in the arc melter, the ingots were
sectioned and analyzed by optical microscopy, scanning electron microscopy, X-ray
diffractometry and differential scanning calorimetry.

The ingots (1,2 and 4) were then remelted to produce melt-spun ribbons, which
were again characterized by the same techniques just described. One ingot, 3, was
remelted and cast into an edge-shaped cavity of a copper mold. The melt-spun rib-
bons and the edge-shaped cast were analysed by X-ray diffraction. Oxygen content
measurements were also performed.

The experimental results were then evaluated in comparison with the theoret-
ical predictions based on the topological instability and electronegativity criteria.

3. Results and discussions

As described earlier, plots of minimum topological instability
and average electronegativity were formulated for Ti-Zr-Fe and
Ti-Zr-Co, as shown in Fig. 1.

It is important to note that the circles in Fig. 1 show the sec-
ond best glass forming compositions predicted for both systems.
Such compositions were chosen in detriment of the best predicted
ones (brighter areas) since the micrographic analyses indicated the
presence of ternary eutectic compositions near this encircled areas.
Considering that the two plots in Fig. 1 are quite similar in the Ti-Zr
rich side of the diagrams, Fig. 2 was plotted to show the composi-
tional range of interest, superimposing the diagrams from Fig. 1. In
order to simplify the analysis Fe and Co are assumed to be similar
elements, which is consistent with the similarity of both diagrams.
Thus, for any composition, the summation of Fe and Co fractions
must be considered. In fact, a quaternary plot should be produced
in order to show the best fractions of Fe and Co. The open cir-
cles in Fig. 2 show a compositional range of 5 at.% around the best
predicted GFA compositions in the Ti—Zr rich side of both ternary
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Fig. 2. Plot of experimental points and predicted best GFA compositional range
for Ti-Zr rich alloys. The open circles have a radius of 5at.% around the pre-
dicted optimum compositions. Alloys: 1—Ti37.5Zr37.5Fe12.5C012.5, 2—TispZraoFegCo1a,
3—Tig3ZrsyFegCog and 4—Tis;ZrsoFesCos.
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Fig. 3. X-ray diffraction for alloy 1—Ti375Zr375Fe125C0125 () and alloy 2—TigoZr4oFegCoq, (b) melt-spun ribbons.

systems. The point 3, in Fig. 2, is the average position of such best
GFA compositions. Furthermore, from Fig. 1 we would expect that
Co is more effective to increase the GFA than Fe since the diagram
with Co shows brighter areas than that with Fe.

The X-ray diffraction showed that the best GFA among the
experimental alloys was the TiggZrsgFegCoq, alloy (point 2) very
close to the prediction (point 3) in Fig. 2. This alloy showed the
highest fraction of glass in the melt-spun ribbon (see Fig. 3). The
Tis;ZrsgFesCog (point 4) showed a large amount of crystals even in
the melt-spun ribbon. The trial to produce some amount of glass
by copper mold casting with the best predicted alloy, 3, failed. No
amorphous phase could be detected even for a thickness as small
as 0.5 mm. The edge shaped cast alloy, 3, was much more contam-
inated by oxygen, 1500 ppm, than the melt-spun ribbons (1, 2 and
4), 700 ppm. Since the oxygen is a well known trigger for crystal-
lization in Ti and Zr-based alloys the GFA of the alloy 3 could not
be compared with alloys 1, 2 and 4.

Itis interesting to note that the proposed criterion to select glass
former compositions showed that the Ti-Zr rich side of the systems
is not the best GFA region. This region should be a second choice but
was just chosen because of the results of previous metallographic
analysis as already stated. In fact, no melt-spun ribbon was fully
amorphous but the criterion predicted that the best glass forming
composition found (2) was close to the predicted one (3). Therefore,
the experimental results suggest that the proposed criterion is a
promising tool for the selection of good glass forming compositions
in a given system. Similar analyses of different binary and ternary
systems by our research group have pointed in the same direction.

4. Conclusions

The experimental results of glass forming ability in the Ti-Zr
rich side of the Ti-Zr-Fe-Co system suggests that combined

topological instability and electronegativity criterion is a useful tool
to help forecast good glass former alloy compositions in a given
system.

The best glass forming Ti-Zr rich alloy was TiggZrgoFegCoqs,
whose composition closely resembles the one predicted by the
combined criterion, Tig3Zr4,(Fe,Co)1s.
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